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upon his own Country-men. Therefore I prefent my felf a
Champion in the Dead Poets Caufe, to vindicate their Fame,
with the fame Courage, tho* I hope different Integrity than
Almanzor engag'd in defence of Queen Almahide,v/h&\ he bravely
Swore like a JETero, that' his Caufe was right, and She was
innocent: [p. 134] tho' juft before the Combat, when alone, he
own'd he knew her falfe :1
/ have out-facd my felf, andjujlify'd
IFhat 1 knew falfe to all the World lejide.
She was as Faithlefs as her Sex could le ;
And now I am alone}Jhesfo to me.
But to wave this digreflion, and proceed to the Vindication
of the Ancients; which that I may the better perform, for the
Readers Diverfion, and that Mr. Dryden may not tell me, that
what I have faid, is but gratis di&um, I ihall fet down the Heads
of his Depofitions againft our ancient Englifh Poets, and then
endeavour the Defence of thofe great Men, who certainly
deferv'd much better of Poflerity than to be fo difrefpectively
treated as he has ufed them.
Mr, Skakefpear as firft in Seniority I think ought to lead the
Van, and therefore I fhall give you his Account of him as
follows2: e Shalefpear who many times has written . . . [see
p. 175, 176, above] eVe you defpife the other." Speaking of
Mr. Shakefpears Plots, he fays they were 'lame,3 and that
[p. 135] many of them [seep. 174, 175, above] . . , your Con-
cernment/ He fays further,4 ' Moft of Shakefpears Plays, I mean
the Stories of them [see above, p. 170, 326] , . . and many
others of them."
He Chara&erizes Mr. Fletcher, who writ after Mr. Shahefpear?
1 Act V, Sc. i.     2 Postscript to Granada, pag. 146.      8 Ibid. pag. 143.
4 Preface to Mock Astrologer^ B. 4 [see above, p. 170].
6 Postscript, p. 144.